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REMARKS 

The priisciM Aincmlmcnt is in response to the Examiner's Final Office Aciion mailed 
November 28, 2005. Claim 1 is caacollcd mid claims 2-8, 9, 1 5, and 30-32 arc amended. Claims ' 
2-32 arc now pending in view oftlie above amendments. 

Rcconsidcralion of the flpplicalion is respectfully requested in view of llie above 
amendments to the cloims and the following remarks. For the Examiner's convenience and 
Tcfcroncc, Applicants' remarks are presented in the order in which the coixesponding issues were 
miscd in the Office Action. 

Please noie lhat the following remarks are not intended lo be an exhaustive enumeration 
of Ihe distinctions belwccn nny cited references and the claimed invention. Rather, the 
distinctions idcnlificd and discussed below arc presejilod solely by way of example to illuslnile . 
sonic of the difTerenccs between the claimed invention and tlie cited references. In aiklition, 
Applicants reijucst that the Examiner carefully review any references discussed below to ensure 
tliat Applicants* undcrslaJiding and discussion of Ihe references, if any. is consistent with the 
Hx a mi nc r* s un dcrstan<]i ng, 

I, Reictf ions Under 35 U.S.C, S 112 

The Office Aciion rejects claims 30-32 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first paragraph, for failing 
to eoniply with the written description requirement. Tn particular, the Examiner alleges that 
Applicants have not suflicicnlly described a "compressive covering matcriaf* as disclosed in 
independent clahn 30. In response. Applicants have amended independent claim 30 to disclose a 
■ ! ^''couiprossihh covering motcriar* (emphasis added) for use in the stator assembly. Applicants 
nolo that use of a compressible covering material is supported by Applicants' specification i\t 
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Icasl in paragraphs 14, 20, 53, and 54, Applicants therefore submit thai independent claim 3Q 
jind iis depciidcnL cJiiinis 31 nnd 32 urc allownble as cun-cnlly amended and solicit the removal of 
Ihe rvjcelion to these claims under Section 1 12. 

iU Rejections Dtu l yr .15 US.C. S 102 

The Office Action rejects claims 1, 2, and 4 under 35 US.C. § 102(b) as being 
unlicipntcd by U,S. Pciicnt No, 3,821,846 to Plciss, Jr, et al {'Tleiss'^ In response. Applicants 
note that independent claim I has been cancelled and that fomicrly dqiendent claim 3, which ' 
was objeclfcjd to for its dependence on a rejected base claim, has been rewritten in independent 
fbnnat. In addition, claims 2 and 4-8 have been amended to depend from claim 3. As discussed , 
below, claim 3 should now be allowable as rewritten* As such, claims 2 and 4, together with the ' 
olhcr claims depending from claim 3, arc also allowable, and Applicants therefore solicit the • 
removal of the ixaeciion to these claims under Section 102. 

nr. Rejccltonx tfnder 35 VSXl. S 103 

The Office Action rejects claims 5-8 under 35 U»S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over ! 
PIcIss in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,487,273 to Takcnaka et al. CTakenaka''). As noted above, 
clainjs 5-S have been amended to depend from claim 3, which was merely objected to in the . 
Omcc Action, and which should now be allowable as rewritten. As such, claims 5-8 arc also 
allowable, and Applicants respectfully request tlie removal ofthc rejection to these claims under 
•Scclinn 103. 
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IV- Allo wed S ubject Mat kT 

Tlio Office Action objccls to claim 3 as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
slates that the claim would be allowable if rewritten in independent form to include all of the 
limilations of the base claijii im\ uny intervening claims. In response. Applicants bavo rewritten 
claim 3 in independent form to include all Ibo limitations of independent claim 1 from which it 
fonncrly depended. Removal of Ibo objcolion and allowance of claim 3 is therefore respectfully 
requcslcd. 

Applicants wish to thank Ihc Examiner for the allowance of claims 9-15 and 22-29, 
Applicants submit the following comments regarding the t£xamincr*s statements of 
reasons for Iho indication of allowable subject mallor in the Office Action. Applicants agree 
Willi the lixamincr thai Ihc claimed invention of claims 9-15 and 22-29 is patentable over prior 
nrt^ but respectfully disagree with the Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance as set forth 
in the Offices Action. Applicants sitbn)it that it is the claim as a whole, rather than any particular 
Irmilation, thai makes cuch of these claims allowable. No single limitation should be construed 
as the roiUion for allowance of u claim because it is each of the elements of the claim that makes 
it allowable. Therefore, Applicants do not concede that the reasons for allowable subject matter 
given by the F/Xaininei' are the only reasons that make, or would make^ the claims allowable and 
do not make any adntisston or concession concerning the Examiner's statement in the Oflice 
Action. 
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CONCLUSION 



In view of llio Ibrcgoing, Applicants believe tlie claims as amended arc in allowable 
form. In »lic event thai the Examiner finds remaining impediment lo a prompt allowance of ihis 
nppllc'ilion thai may be clarified through a telephone interview, or whieh may be overcome by an 
Examiner's Anicudmoot, the lixnminer is requested to contact the undersigned atlomoy. 

Dated this 28"' d.iy of February, 2006. 
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